
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, May 14, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the 
Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Eric L. Powell, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Dana Reich, and Ronald L. Ream, 
Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf, Treasurer Gale Edwards, Code Enforcement Officer 
John Neely, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:39 p.m. and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

Eric L. Powell moved and Dana Reich seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes 
of the previous month’s meetings held on April 1, April 8, and April 9, 2019, as amended.  Motion carried. 

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Dane Bicher of 425 South Broad Street expressed concerns about Ordinance 850 that is on the agenda 
for adoption.  He asked for clarification of Section 3(B) of the ordinance, which addresses the definition 
of “Developed Parcels”, and mentions common areas of homeowner’s associations.  He raised a concern 
about the Borough being exempt from the stormwater fee if it is renting out retail space in the 
Community Center.  Park W. Haverstick, II clarified that the reason Borough properties are exempt is 
because the taxpayers would ultimately be paying the bill through the general fund.  Mr. Bicher 
commented that it wouldn’t be fair to property owners in town who are trying to rent space that have to 
pay the stormwater fee.  Bryan L. Rittle mentioned that the Borough pays property taxes on the area of 
the building that is rented out.  Mr. Bicher expressed displeasure for the method of calculating pollution 
reduction as it relates to the requirements placed upon municipalities.  Park W. Haverstick, II and Bryan 
L. Rittle also lamented the pollution reduction requirements placed on municipalities by the EPA.  Mr. 
Haverstick cited activities from large organizations that pollute waterways that are far more harmful 
than sediment that are under-regulated or unregulated, and how it is ultimately the taxpayers in small 
municipalities like Myerstown that cannot afford the fees who bear an unfair burden of cost in pollution 
reduction efforts.  Bryan L. Rittle added that the nature of the unfunded mandate is what seems most 
unfair, as the EPA and DEP put costly requirements on municipalities without offering anything in the 
way of financial assistance.  Mr. Bicher went on to ask about the square footage calculation of the ERU, 
and what would happen if the impervious coverage of a property exceeded that square footage 
calculation.  Manager McKenna explained that the square footage calculation of the ERU is an average 
used to calculate the impervious coverage of non-single-family-residential properties, and single-
family-residential properties are all charged one ERU regardless of impervious coverage.  Therefore, 
exceeding the square footage calculation for one ERU on a single-family-residential property would not 
result in an increased assessment fee.  Park W. Haverstick, II explained that the reason they take an 
average for single-family-residential properties is because the cost of individually assessing each of 
those properties would result in an increase in the fee to pay for those efforts.  Mr. Bicher expressed 
concern that with rising taxes and fees, people will not want to make improvements to their properties 
because of the increased cost.  Mr. Haverstick added that one of the reasons the Borough implemented 
the LERTA program was to help ease that burden on property owners who wanted to make 
improvements.  Mr. Bicher thanked the Borough for fixing the manhole at Main Ave and Railroad Street.  
President Rittle commented that it was the efforts of Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig that finally got 
Verizon to fix the manhole, as they are the owners and responsible for its upkeep. 
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James L. Rittle of 210 South Railroad Street expressed concern that he, as Chair of the Zoning Hearing 
Board, did not receive communication regarding the cancellation of the Zoning Hearing Board Meeting 
scheduled for May 13th.  Manager McKenna stated that the Lebanon County Planning Department is the 
Zoning Administrator for the Borough and responsible for those communications.  He apologized for 
the inconvenience.  President Rittle stated that the Borough is currently soliciting proposals for a new 
Zoning Administrator.  Manager McKenna stated that the County currently provides these services for 
free but using a third party would require paying for those services.  Mr. Rittle stated that if the Borough 
wants more involvement from the community on Boards and Commissions, the communication must 
be improved. 

Brian L. Boltz of 16 West Washington Avenue asked for an update regarding the status of permitting for 
his neighbors’ deck that he believes was not constructed in accordance with proper codes.  Manager 
McKenna reported that the County Building Code Official inspected the property and ultimately 
approved the construction.  Mr. Boltz said that if this property owner can get away with building 
structures that don’t follow the rules, it will open the door for others to do the same. 

The following reports were presented to Council and placed on file:  Mayor’s Report, Code Enforcement 
Officer’s Report, Assistant Manager’s Report, Solicitor’s Report, and Manager’s Report.  

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report and have 
it placed on file for Audit.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to pay the bills as submitted.  Motion 
carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve the Consent Agenda, which 
included a request from the Goodwill Fire Company to close West Washington Avenue from North 
Locust Street to North Goodwill Street on July 13, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for a housing 
ceremony for their new tanker, and a Use of Facilities Request from the Myerstown Panther 
Cheerleading Organization to use the Community Center Gymnasium on Mondays from June 10 
through August 22, 2019 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 

Michael D. Behm moved and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to approve the Use of Facilities Request 
from the ELCO Youth Girls Softball Organization to use the Borough Softball Field from April 1 – June 8, 
2019.  Motion carried.  

Items related to the pool were discussed.  Specifically, the attendance of a daycare organization at the 
pool and potential extended hours for season pass holders.  Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana 
Reich seconded to allow for the Kristy’s Learning Center Childcare and Preschool teachers and staff 
members to pay the caretaker rate for season passes to accompany children that will be paying the full 
rate.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve Ordinance 850 – An Ordinance of 
the Borough of Myerstown, Lebanon County, Pennsylvania Requiring the Construction, Maintenance, 
and Operation of Public Stormwater Management Facilities, Establishing an Assessment for the 
Construction, Maintenance, and Operation Thereof, and Providing for Collection of Such Assessment.  
Dane Bicher of 425 South Broad Street commented that the current annual budget of the program, 
which he saw was approximately $175,000, would be about 17% of the Borough’s one-million-dollar 
budget, and it is concerning that this project is costing a small Borough 17% of the general fund budget.  
On a roll call vote: Bryan L. Rittle – yes; Michael D. Behm – yes; Park W. Haverstick, II – yes, with regrets; 
Jeffrey L. Thomas – yes; Eric L. Powell – yes; Dana Reich – yes; Ronald L. Ream – yes; Motion carried.  
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Several Council members expressed regret, noting that they are not happy about instituting the fee, but 
must do it to responsibly manage the mandates being placed upon the Borough. 

Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve the presented agreement with Keystone 
Collections for Stormwater Assessment Fee billing.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the agreement with Michael 
D. Burkhart and Sherrie K. Burkhart, owners of 356 West Main Avenue, to restrict the use of the garage 
by their tenants to comply with the provisions of the Borough’s Zoning Ordinance and other municipal 
regulations, providing eviction procedures and penalties to deal with potential future violations.  
Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to approve to advertise Ordinance 851 – An 
Amendment to Ordinance #808 and the Amendments Thereto Amending the Provisions for Municipal 
Off-Street Parking Facilities.  Motion carried.  Eric L. Powell expressed concern that he does not believe 
the specific ordinance amendment will solve the problems it seeks to solve.  

Fran Rassouli was in attendance and announced her candidacy for County Commissioner, and that she 
looks forward to working with all the municipalities of Lebanon County.  Park W. Haverstick, II 
expressed that one issue of concern for Myerstown as it relates to the County is its establishment of a 
LERTA District for the Borough, and the unwillingness of the Commissioners to participate. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Eric L. Powell seconded to approve a request from the Myerstown First Aid 
Unit to close North Hoover Street from Jefferson Avenue to the dead end of the street on Saturday, May 
18th to facilitate community members safely attending an open house at their location at 18 East 
Jefferson Avenue from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Motion carried. 

Council recessed the regular meeting and entered Executive Session at 8:29 p.m. to discuss personnel 
concerns. 

Council returned from Executive Session at 9:09 p.m. reconvening the regular session. 

President Rittle asked if there were any comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he asked 
for a motion to adjourn. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

 

 

 

 


